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ABSTRACT 

 

 Over the years, massive studies were conducted circling the observable 

effects and impact of religion, particularly of the Roman Catholic Church in the 

political sphere and public governance. However, still, there is limited information 

to uncover the perceptions of Catholic voters during elections. Through the 

descriptive correlation method, the study described Catholic voters' perceptions in 

the Archdiocese of San Fernando, Pampanga, Philippines. Associations between 

and among variables such as pastoral involvement, select socio-economic 

demographics, and voting behavior were determined. The 910 baptized Roman 

Catholic respondents of legal age were selected via two-stage and stratified 

proportional random sampling. Data were collated through a content validated 14-

item survey questionnaire covering all the variables of interest. Results show 

diversity among Catholic voters' perception of their religious participation down to 

the other areas of their socio-economic demographics. Though variation exists, 

unanimity was also drawn. Catholics were found to be educated voters who have 

strong recognition of their right and obligation to vote and greatly consider a 

candidate with a strong fear of God in their deliberation of political candidates. 

Alongside is their visible conviction for government reforms in the person of those 

they sought as transformational leaders. Associations were found via the Chi-

square test between voters' age and registration status, employment status and 

voters' registration, intention to vote and employment status, and decision to vote 

and type of participation in the Church. With such interconnectedness, the 

perception behind a Catholic vote was deep-seated on Catholic voters' intertwining 

factors. 

Key words: Catholic vote, voters' perception, socio-economic demographics, 
Philippine elections 

 
INTRODUCTION 

              In the Philippines, a democratic state, the destination of an 

election is heavily anchored on the perceptions reflected through 

every single casted vote of its people who are predominantly 

Catholics; hence, understanding such perceptions brings forth a 
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bird's eye view of the nation's reality at the time being and how it 

affects the people. In the nation's voters' ballot, the ending of the 

long and titanic story of the election and the beginning and a 

continuation of leadership is authored. In the voters' choice rooted 

in their very perceptions, the country's current socio-economic-

political landscape can be viewed and understood. 

 

Within the context of the existing democratic form of 

government in the country, the right of suffrage is exercised by the 

people, thereby attaining the opportunity and the crucial role of 

partaking in the decision-making of how the fate of the country will 

be through the people who will rise to power and take the lead after. 

The people get to choose whom they see fit and needed in the 

nation's present reality via election. According to Toledo (2017), the 

people's intention is translated through their voting rights, wherein 

the desire of the largest proportion of voters to vote count takes the 

lead. 

 

 The election in any democratic nation comes with much 

sound as it becomes the primary talk of the masses prior, along, 

and after its occurrence. Almost anything about it becomes the 

headline in news reports, internet pages, blogs, and many other 

social media forms. It becomes the focal point of interest. More so 

in the Philippines, elections are very much loud and festive. David 

and GMA News TV (2013) fortified in their Kasaysayan ng Eleksyon 

documentary, "Dito sa Pilipinas, ang ating eleksyon maingay, 

magarbo, makulay, kadalasan madumi at minsan marahas [In the 

Philippines, elections are loud, extravagant, colorful, and most of 

the time indecent and violent]." In relation to this idea, as cited in 

Shagan (2015), Collinson explains that the diversity existing with 

the voters' ideas becomes the challenge and core of government 

landscaping. With all the massive imminent excitement, hopes for 

better changes, protests, campaigns, and clashing ideologies, the 

Philippine election becomes so dramatic. 
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The Filipino people hold on to the hopes of their only vote 

with the majority's active participation during elections, evident with 

the crowding of voting stations at the earliest time it can be. As 

presented in a study by the International Institute for Democracy 

and Electoral Assistance as cited in Gavilan (2016), the Philippines 

rose on top of the five highest within its continent regarding voters' 

eligibility rate. They landed in 50th place based on the total number 

of 199 nations from the other parts of the world involved in the 

survey. The Filipinos have a strong passion and grip on the big 

change created in unity with every single vote. Examining the 

country's population, it is clear that aside from cultural diversity, 

differences in religion exist that could also most likely influence 

voters' perceptions of elections. In politics, religion also exists as it 

bears a significant effect and involvement on matters concerning 

world affairs (Agensky, 2017). With Ahmed and Omelicheva (2018) 

work, it was revealed that religion and secular organizations could 

serve as drives that can initiate political engagement among their 

members. The majority of the Philippines' population adhere to the 

Christian faith. Roman Catholicism has the greatest denomination 

in the country, comparing it to other religious sects. As reported in 

the Philippine Statistics Authority (2015) national statistics, 80.58 

percent of the Philippine population were Roman Catholics.  From 

here, it can be assumed that the Filipino voters are predominantly 

Catholics. 

 

A clear line was drawn between the Church and the State 

under the Philippine Constitution through the Church and the 

State's separation. "The principle simply means that the Church is 

not to interfere in purely political matters or temporal aspects of 

man's life and the State, in pure matters of religion and morals, 

which are the exclusive concerns of the other" (De Leon, 2008, p. 

78). Though such law exists, religion remained an immovable 

influencing factor in the political arena. Based on Filipino religiosity, 

religion became a consulting heart for decision-making and 
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choosing the right candidates to lead the government. Even under 

defined constitutional borders, religion has always been considered 

as a significant element that can cause a sway in the country's 

political decision making ("How Influential is the Religious Vote?", 

2007). Buscar (2013, p.8) presents that "there was an underlying 

hegemonic consensus regarding religion in the Philippines that 

would prove difficult to reshape." The study of Buckley and Green 

(2012) shows that religions' teachings bear a strong influence on 

people, especially voters. 

 

Through the elections that have gone by, it is a reality to 

consider that, in some ways, religion did shape the country's 

election and political system. Some religions have been practiced 

by their leaders, such as ministers and pastors, to select political 

candidates ideal to them and endorse them to the entire sect. In 

particular, the Iglesia Ni Cristo (INC) popularized and encouraged 

bloc voting in the country. McDermott's (2007) study reveals that 

the political candidates' religious affiliations appear to be a plus 

factor that carries them on the roster of voters' ideal candidates 

belonging to particular religions.  In this regard, many political 

candidates aim to please and gain their favor during campaign 

periods for a chance to earn a wagon of possible voters to support 

their candidacy. Much more, The Kingdom of Jesus Christ, a 

restorationist church led by Apollo Quiboloy, and the Ang Dating 

Daan (ADD), a religious group led by Bro. Eli Soriano, endorses 

political candidates during campaign periods. Smidt, as cited in 

Edwards (2016, p. 272), mentions that "One of the main ways in 

which religious leaders actualize their role is by engaging in the civic 

sphere, and they do so in a variety of ways; a large majority 

participates in personal politics by, for example, voting, praying for 

candidates, contributing money to campaigns and political parties, 

wearing political propaganda, and participating in political 

organizations." Aside from the mentioned religious groups and 

sects, there are many more others that do the same. As the 
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electoral candidates have tons to say, every religion has words to 

say too with the present socio-economic-political landscape of the 

nation, and the Catholic Church is no exception to that, proving that 

they also take active parts in nation-building. According to Maboloc 

(2017, p.2), "Indeed, it is not an overstatement to say that a Church 

that is conspicuously silent is dangerous, while any politician who 

is subservient to some religious overlords is inutile." As both sides 

make their move, the nation's political landscape evolves with 

religious significance (Critchley, 2013). 

 

Across the history of politics and electoral proceedings in 

the country, the Catholic Church did not cease on taking her role in 

guiding citizens in a government of decency void from injustices, 

corruption, and violence but never was it known or recorded in 

history that she has endorsed a political candidate to the Catholic 

voters and encouraged bloc voting, unlike other sects. "There is no 

Catholic vote in the sense of a bloc that moves predictably toward 

one party or the other" (Dionne, 2000, para. 3). As clearly stated by 

Villegas as cited in Gonzales (2015, p.4), "While the CBCP and the 

Catholic Church in the Philippines will never endorse a particular 

candidate or a particular party, leaving the consciences of voters 

sovereign in this respect, in keeping with long-accepted moral 

teachings of the Church, we commend efforts such as these to 

arrive at a collective discernment based on Catholic standards and 

principles, that are not necessarily sectarian." This very statement 

exemplifies the democratic freedom of Roman Catholics regardless 

of the one denomination they are roofed. Gary (2008) emphasized 

that great regard is given among Roman Catholic voters during 

election periods since they uphold their civic roles and 

responsibilities with much diligence. They vote deliberately guided 

by the morals they live under their Church.  Aligned with the results 

of the U.S. Catholic Reader Survey (cited in Gary, 2008), it was 

found out that 87 percent of the parishioners' population in the 

country dominated by Christians enact their right of suffrage with 
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consistency, and 84 percent of them admitted that they always 

consider the guidance rooted from the teachings of the Church as 

they decide whom and which to support before they cast their 

ballots. The Catholic Church maintains and stands up for her 

religious dignity as Villegas (2013, p.3) explains that "The endorsed 

candidate might win, but religion has been reduced to a political 

party." 

 

Nevertheless, the Catholic Church has been very vocal with 

her observations and has bravely stood up against any form of 

injustice in the government that needs to be rectified. As Linantud 

(2005, p.80) stresses out, "the Catholic Church has become one of 

the country's most liberal institutions because it has challenged a 

frequently abusive and kleptocratic state for secure elections and 

basic rights." Vividly and in particular, the Catholic Church shall 

maintain a stand defending the sanctity of life (Roberts, 2012). 

 

In the advent of the digital era and global modernization, the 

Catholic Church did as well take a step forward in evangelizing the 

Filipino faithful to reach them to a greater extent, more so the 

younger generations. It is a great reality for many younger 

generations of Catholics to be covered with the right of suffrage. 

Still, with the modernization taking place and affecting them, it was 

observed that they have somehow drifted away from the religion, 

making them not so much of the likeness of a Catholic ("Catholic 

Voters?", 1996). Visible to PR Newswire (2012), much of the 

religion's population do not seem to consider themselves obliged to 

adhere to Church leaders' teachings. With this, Christianity's impact 

in the modern context appears to be shrinking (Clemmitt, Loconte, 

Wilson & Hollis-Brusky, 2017). Aside from the regular Catholic 

sermons happening inside churches and religious gatherings, the 

Catholic Church has used various media to evangelize and educate 

its members about morality and spirituality, including a vast area 

about responsible voting. For several years up to the present, the 
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Church has been immersing with the use of various internet-based 

outlets in evangelization (Catholic Bishops' Conference of the 

Philippines [CBCP], 2014). Beginning with published religious 

books, newspaper columns, and articles, radio broadcasts, Catholic 

TV programs, and infomercials; the Catholic Church have now 

swum in the pool of more advanced options, which primarily 

includes the use of the internet and online social media that lead to 

a wider scale of an audience reaching out to the farthest and the 

younger population. According to Romualdez (2015, p. 8), "In the 

Philippines, studies show that over 80 percent of Filipinos are 

actively engaged in social media and are among the world's top 

uploaders of photos and videos – earning for us the reputation as 

the social networking capital of the world". "More and more Filipino 

Netizens now use their Facebook time not just to post selfies but to 

exchange views and opinions with fellow Netizens on hot button 

issues via FB groups" (Romualdez, 2015, p. 8).  

 

As there are issues to address, it is inevitable for the 

Catholic Church always to express concern and evangelically 

educate the people, even to dive into the pool of trends. Though 

such actions may be free from ulterior motives related to politics, 

political influence can still unconsciously develop through them, 

thereby extending much significance to religious leaders in the 

government sphere (Wilson, 2014). In line with this, biases must be 

avoided justly by the Church without ceasing its essentiality in 

public affairs ("Inextricably Involved," 1987). As the voters move 

along with the election, religious messages leave a considerable 

impact that empowers people's political motivation, thereby setting 

their political directions (McClendon & Riedl, 2015). As reported by 

Visperas (2015, p.1), "The Catholic Bishops' Conference of the 

Philippines (CBCP) issued a 10- point guideline to help Catholic 

voters elect leaders based on the moral teachings of the Church"). 

It is to aid the Catholic voters in making the right decision in the 

2016 Philippine National Election. In light of elections, as clashing 
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ideas unveiled, the Roman Catholic voters may experience the 

voting dilemma. Not all political candidates' ideals uphold the 

Church's teachings, especially with life valuation (Walsh, 2008). 

Under the Parish Pastoral Council for Responsible Voting (PPCRV) 

management, voters' education programs are being conducted to 

strengthen a conscientious and responsible vote. With such 

programs, the voters' ability to deliberate political candidates 

through realization is awakened and reinforced. As with Rood's 

(1991) study, it was seen that the Philippines voters are most likely 

conscious and responsive to the political concerns that shroud the 

country. 

 

 As the vast population hopes for better and greater changes 

during elections, the Catholic Church hopes for the same great 

thing. Some Catholic Church members have taken the extreme 

steps for concrete, just, and moral governance with this great 

aspiration. Some Catholic religious leaders, specifically priests, 

took the risk of leaving the priesthood to enter the political arena. 

Jelen (2003, p. 591) discusses that the "political participation 

among priests was predicted by the importance attached to social 

justice concerns and congruence between the social and economic 

views of each priest and his congregation." Such acts often cause 

a stir among the people, specifically with the Catholics. While some 

raised their eyebrows with this risk taken by some priests, some 

devotedly supported the act in the hopes of exemplary leadership 

that could pull the strings of greater changes. As Panganiban 

(2016) explains, Catholic religious leaders have no exclusion from 

participating; they can file candidacy and get elected in government 

positions in the Philippine Constitution. Also, "it is Canon Law and 

the Church that sometimes limit their political participation" 

(Panganiban, 2016, p.3). Even though this reality took place and 

can still occur, as mentioned earlier, official and public political 

endorsements even of priests' candidacy were never made and 

released to encourage the members to support them and render a 
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bloc vote just like the other religious sects. The decision is still left 

to the voters themselves. 

 

 With the evident presence of the Catholic Church in the 

promotion of good and conscientious governance through reaching 

out to the masses via Catholic voter education and evangelization, 

Catholic voters are given a preview of leadership that will live out 

the faith they too hold and the possibilities of a better social 

transformation aligned with their faith. As Cartagenas (2010, p. 846) 

implies, the Catholic Church is "a social force with a moral high 

ground for political transformation." As Villegas (2013) emphasized, 

the Church should be both a maternal figure and a spiritually wise 

guide that can shepherd all its members, be it the voters or the 

politicians, to what is morally just. For a Catholic to vote 

responsively, his cognitive understanding alongside his ethical 

judgment must be sharpened and be shaped by being learned of 

political issues and societal concerns (Walsh, 2008). It is an 

observable reality in the Catholic Church as the people intertwined 

with the nation's political landscape. Church evangelization exists 

side-by-side with the social and economic undertakings in the 

Catholics' lives every day. 

 

 With the realization educated by the Catholic Church and 

the day-to-day firsthand experiences with the present leadership in 

the government affecting their condition of living and the society as 

a whole, the perception of Catholic voters on the essence of 

election is formed. The study of Goff and Trawick (2014, p.595) 

clarifies that "the relationships between religious and political 

activity are complex and driven by choice fundamentals." The 

building blocks of deciding what and who is needed and ideal to 

their situation are put together with much to consider. In that 

decision, will there be a so-called Catholic vote? How will the 

Catholic voters vote? What will they consider, and which weighs the 

most to them in this election? Will the Catholic Church's ideals 
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impact the way election is viewed, and leaders are selected? The 

answers are left in the Catholic voters; answers they reveal during 

the election through their vote can initiate a new or a continuation 

of government leadership. Whatever answers they give reflect the 

voters; a way to understand them and the present landscape they 

live in.  Each landscape Catholic voter lives and makes it a platform 

for their diverse concepts and behavior regarding politics. 

 

As Sitman (2017, p. 109) expounds, "We all come from 

different contexts and backgrounds, are steeped in different moral 

and religious traditions, and our political life is diminished if those 

must be shed entirely before making arguments about the common 

good or the pursuit of justice" (p. 109). Considering such fact, Gary 

(2008) states that the voters under Roman Catholicism deliberate, 

decide, and support political candidates differently. Such 

differences expel a noticeable effect during electoral proceedings 

(Carr, 2015). These differences are the potential of creating a 

government. Overall, there has been considerable research on the 

degree of influence and participation of the Catholic Church in the 

political sphere and social transformation across the world's 

different regions and throughout the Philippines' history. Still, 

Filipino Catholic voters' perceptions are yet to be fully viewed as 

there are limited studies regarding their perceptions, specifically on 

the Philippine National Elections 2016. Hence, the study. 

 

Accordingly, the conceptual paradigm of the present study 

may be described as follows: 
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Figure 1. Association between and among demographic profile 

variables, type of participation in the church, and voters' 

perception of the Philippine National Election 2016 

 

The study is based on the hypothesis that there is an 

association between Filipino Catholics' perception of the Philippine 

National Election 2016 and the socio-economic demographics and 

their participation in the Church. 

 

The study purports to describe Catholic voters' perception in 
the Archdiocese of San Fernando, Philippines, concerning their 
participation in the Church and socio-economic demographics. 
Specifically, the study seeks to explain the general profile of 
Catholic voters in the Archdiocese of San Fernando, Philippines, 
relative to the type of participation in the church, age level, 
employment status and income level, educational attainment; 
describe the Catholic voters' preference in terms of registration 
status, reasons for not registering, reasons for voting and not 
voting;  determine the factors that influence the Catholic voters in 
terms of the source of information, motivators/influencers, 
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characteristics of a preferred candidate; and determine the 

significant association between age category and voters' 

registration status, employment status and voters' registration 

status, intention to vote and employment status,  and decision to 

vote and the type of participation in the Church. Below is the set of 

null hypotheses tested at alpha .05. 

 

Ho1: There is no association between age and 

voters' registration status 

Ho2: There is no association between employment 

status and voters' registration status 

Ho3: There is no association between intention to 

vote and employment status 

Ho4: There is no association between the decision 

to vote and participate in the Church. 

 

METHOD 

 

The study used the descriptive correlation method in 

understanding the perception of Catholics regarding elections. The 

descriptive approach ascertains and describes the qualities of 

interest variables in a particular context (Sekaran, 2013). The major 

purpose of descriptive design is to describe the state of affairs as it 

exists at present (Kothari, 2004).  

 

 The Archdiocese of San Fernando was the select area of 

the population where the sample was obtained. The conduct of the 

survey was scheduled a month before the national election. In the 

said archdiocese, a two-stage random sampling was conducted by 

the Parish Pastoral Council for Responsible Voting (PPCRV) of the 

Archdiocesan Parish Council of San Fernando (APCSF). The multi-

stage selection was made to cover a large range of areas that 

needed to be studied through clusters given the sequence (Kothari, 

2004).   
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 As with the initial stage of the sampling done, four vicariates 

were randomly selected. Within these selected vicariates, twelve 

parishes were then randomly selected. Through proportional cross-

sectional stratified sampling, a total of 910 respondents were 

selected on the parish level. "With proportionate stratified sampling, 

the number of elements from each stratum concerning its proportion 

in the total population is selected” "Kothari, Kumar & Uusitalo, 2014, 

p. 186). An average of 227 respondents per vicariate and 75 

respondents per parish participated in the study through the 

sampling methods. 

 

Distribution of Respondents According to Vicariate and 

Parish Demographics 

 

Table 1  

List of vicariates and parishes 
 

CATEGORIES N % 

VICARIATES   
Vicariate of the Holy Spirit 202 22.2 

Vicariate of St. John Mary Vianney 270 29.7 

Vicariate of Saint Augustine of Hippo 178 19.6 

Vicariate of Christ the King 260 28.5 

Total 910 100 

PARISHES   
Christ the Prince of Peace 23 2.5 

Our Lady of Fatima 100 11.0 

Our Lady of Victory 79 8.7 

Santa Lucia 86 9.5 

San Isidro Labrador 88 9.7 

Santo Nino 97 10.7 

Conversion of Saint Paul 33 3.6 

San Agustin 92 10.1 

La Consolacion 53 5.8 
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Santo Rosario 78 8.6 

Santo Tomas 100 11.0 

Santa Monica 81 8.9 

Total 910 100 

 

The survey instrument is a 14-item questionnaire containing 

variables: pastoral involvement, socio-economic demographics, 

and items on voting behavior and perceptions. Socio-economic 

demographics include age, sex, employment status, monthly 

salary, and education. The voting behavior variable has poll 

registration status, election intentions, information sources, political 

influencers, and preferred candidates' attributes. The instrument 

was content analyzed and content validated by experts through a 

round table discussion. A round table discussion is a method 

wherein all participating individuals are gathered in one place to 

discuss and evaluate a particular matter (Frost & Sullivan, 1994). A 

facilitator convened the group and managed the brainstorming and 

exchange of ideas. Salient points surfaced, which crafted the 

variables of interest of the instrument. The said questionnaire was 

later translated into Filipino for ethical consideration and for the 

convenience of many respondents who could not understand 

English.  

 

 The officers and select members of the Parish Pastoral 

Council for Responsible Voting (PPCRV) administered the selected 

parishes' survey with the parish priests and barangay captains' 

permission. A week before the survey, permission letters were sent 

to the parishes with the Archbishop's endorsement. The 

respondents' signed the informed consent forms, which were 

sought directly through the parish field supervisors in charge of the 

survey. Through the use of informed consent, the purpose and 

other pertinent information were disclosed. The confidentiality 

principle was well covered and made clear, along with the 

respondents' right to withdraw from the survey. 
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 Data derived from the questionnaires were encoded, 

examined their consistency and integrity, and processed in SPSS 

version 21. "The Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) 

is a package of programs for manipulating, analyzing, and 

presenting data" (Everitt & Landau, 2004, p. 11). Descriptive 

statistics were used; mean, standard deviation, frequency, and 

percentage age were obtained. Through the Chi-square non-

parametric test, associations between categorical variables were 

determined accordingly. Chi-square coefficients and p-values were 

computed in determining the associations. If the p-values are equal 

to or less than 0.05, the null hypothesis is rejected, and associations 

are established.  
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RESULTS 

 

Table 2 
Profile of respondents according to socio-economic 
categories 
 

 

 

Based on the results, 35.0 percent of respondents are church 

leaders, 37.6 percent are churchgoers, and 27.5 percent are 

unchurched or inactive Catholics.  
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 The respondents belonging to early adulthood comprise 

25.7 percent, middle adulthood at 26.9 percent, late adulthood at 

24.4 percent, and 23.0 percent are senior citizens. There are 44.8 

percent male and 55.2 percent female. The females outnumbered 

males by 10 percent. 

 

 About 53 percent of the respondents have jobs, and only 46 

percent claimed to be jobless. In terms of their monthly earnings, 

there were 377 respondents or seven in every ten (71.5 %) who 

earned Php 15,780 and below, while there are only 145 

respondents (27.5 %)  whose salary fall between Php 155,781- Php 

118,349 and only five (0.9 %) among the respondents are earning 

well with Php 118,350 and above. This result indicates that the 

majority of the respondents belong to the poor sector of society. 

There are only a few who are in the middle class and very few in 

the elite level. 

 

 In terms of educational attainment, 44.2 percent of 

respondents finished their tertiary level, those who finished high 

school comprise 30.8 percent. Few did not reach high school but 

completed their elementary (14.7 %). Graduates of Technical and 

Vocational and Graduate School were very few, comprising only 6.5 

percent and 3.9 percent, respectively. 
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Table 3 
Respondents' perceptions on voters' registration and the 
Philippine Election 2016 
 

 

 

The larger majority of respondents are registered voters 

(91.7 %), and only a few are non-registrants (8.3 %). It indicates 

that the greater majority of Catholics believe in the importance of 

the right to suffrage.  

 

 Nevertheless, of the 75 non-registrant-respondents (8.3 %), 

the majority of them wanted to register but failed due to some 

reasons (M = 62, SD = 82.7 %). Four respondents dislike all the 

candidates, and another four considered it not as a priority. Lastly, 

there was a lone participant who intended to boycott the election. 

Generally, about nine in every ten respondents are very decisive in 

voting, and about one in every ten opted otherwise. 
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 The majority of the respondents consider voting (89.1 %) as 

their alienable right and obligation as citizens. That is about nine in 

every ten Catholics. Only a few believe that vote may lead to the 

government's possible transformation (10.2 %). A small minority 

considers casting a ballot because of the family's conviction that it 

is an important activity to participate in (0.6 %). 

 

 Of those who are not optimistic about the election, 

seventeen respondents could find no candidate of choice; two 

thought that elections could easily be rigged. Ten respondents 

thought of the election to be devoid of benefits. There were still 37 

respondents who have other reasons besides those above. 

 

Table 4  

Mode of knowing the candidates and the influencers 

 

In the Philippines, television is still the primary source of 

information in determining the candidates running for election 
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registering at 460 individuals. However, the family and friends 

(Rank 2), social media (Rank 3), campaign materials (Rank 4) are 

notable sources of information about the candidates. Undoubtedly, 

social media (n=265) is an emerging source of information, 

particularly for the young generation. However, some respondents 

still considered political forums (n=191) and newspapers or print 

media (n=170). Notably, radio (n=139 %) ranked to be the weakest 

link among information sources. 

 

 Nearly half of the respondents are solely influenced by 

political candidates (48.4 %). One hundred ninety-eight 

respondents considered their parents (21.8 %) to be very influential 

in choosing candidates; that is about two in every ten respondents. 

One hundred forty-three respondents listen to and follow opinion-

makers (15.7 %) in choosing their candidates. One in every ten 

respondents considers his/her parish priest's influence (9 %). Very 

few are influenced by their teachers (1 %) and actors and media 

personalities (1 %). There were 84 respondents (9.2 %) who also 

claimed no external influence but simply self-discernment. Other 

reasons are attributed to candidate’s character (1.3 %), political 

platform (0.8 %), candidate’s worthwhile contribution to society (0.2 

%), and personal opinion (0.2 %).  

 

Table 5 

Qualities of preferred candidates of Catholic voters 
 

CATEGORIES n Rank 

PREFERRED CHARACTERISTICS OF THE CANDIDATE   
Fear of God 687 1 

Incorruptible 439 2 

Good track record 333 5 

Distribute money during the election campaign 16 8 

Give relief during calamities 60 7 
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Has a great political platform 345 4 

Has the courage to fight for what is right 385 3 

Strong conviction on issues 290 6 

Others 11 9 

      

Note: Respondents may have multiple answers to the question 

 

The majority of the respondents consider the fear of God 

(Rank 1) as the main quality they seek from the candidates. 

Second, to fear God is the candidate's incorruptibility (Rank 2), 

followed by his courage to do what is right (Rank 3). The political 

platform (Rank 4), the unblemished track record (Rank 5), and the 

candidates' strong conviction on issues (Rank 6) are considered. 

Giving relief during calamities (n= 60) and money giving (n=16) are 

claimed to be the least among the many characteristics. 
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Table 6 
Association between select demographic variables and 
voting decisions 
 

 

 

Results show that age can be a significant determinant of 

voter turnout. There is a significant association between voters' age 

category and registration status, x2 (3) = 23.97, p < 0.05. The 

number of registered voters and non-registered voters is likely 



 

23 

 

Sicat & Lugue Translation of Catholic voters’… 

dependent on the age category. There are more registered voters 

from the middle adulthoods and late adulthood than early adulthood 

and senior citizen status. An inverse observation was reported for 

non-voters. It is observed that there are more non-voters from early 

adulthood and senior citizen level as compared to middle adulthood 

and late adulthood.  It is indicative that some of the younger 

generation of kids and senior citizens failed to register the names 

in the new electoral automated system.   

 

 Association can also be drawn by observing the registration 

status vis-a-vis the employment status. There is a significant 

association between respondents’ employment status and voters’ 

registration status, x2 (1) = 13.95, p < 0.05. Voters' registration 

status is dependent on the employment status. There is a trend that 

more registered voters have jobs compared to those registered 

voters who do not. There is a tendency that as employment 

increases, the propensity to exercise the right of suffrage. 

 

 Likewise, strings could also be tied with the respondents' 

employment status and motivation to enact their right to suffrage. 

There is a significant association between intention to vote and 

employment status, x2 (1) = 9.51, p < 0.05. The intention to vote is 

dependent on employment status. Some more employed 

respondents tend to vote than respondents who are unemployed 

and have no intention to vote. 

 

 With the results, the Church manifests its calling to motivate 

participation during the election among the respondents. There is a 

significant association between the decision to vote and the type of 

involvement in the church, x2 (2) = 12.62, p < 0.05.  The decision to 

vote is dependent on one's participation in the Church. Many 

Church leaders and mass goers decide to vote than those who are 

not active in the Church. Only a few church leaders and Mass-goers 

chose not to vote than those who are not active Catholics. There is 
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a tendency that as active parish involvement increases, so does the 

intention to exercise their right to suffrage. The rest of the other 

demographic variables do not have an association with Catholic 

voters' perception.   

DISCUSSION 

 

With the Catholic Church's high-scale impact in the 

country's socio-political landscaping as its predominant voters, it is 

a fact to consider that the Philippine elections are somehow carried 

through their perceptions. Perception is an idea about a particular 

matter formed through an individual's experiences and 

observations (Goldstein, 2009). Perceptions may vary from one 

person to another (Miwa & Taniguchi, 2017). Though such 

differences exist, the Catholic voters remain to significantly 

contribute to the present landscape of the country's political and 

socio-economic sphere through the kind of governance that arises 

from the collated votes of the predominant people as with the 

population count. The casted ballots written through the diverse 

Catholic perceptions translate the Catholic vote. "The defining 

features of anything that one might call the Catholic vote are in its 

fractures, not its wholeness" (Bendyna, Gray & Perl, 2006, p.203). 

 

Church Leaders, Mass-goers and Inactive Members  

 

Though belonging in the same Church and collectively 

called Roman Catholics, individualism and diversity exist within the 

religion. Considering the voters' diverse degree of pastoral 

participation mentioned above, possible variations as with their 

perceptions may exist. Pastoral involvement pertains to an 

individual's will to participate and be immersed in the Church and 

all the religious activities it involves (Kortt, Sinnewe & Steen, 2017). 

Knowing Catholics is not just identifying who enters the church. In 

terms of Catholic voters and their pastoral participation, 35.0 

percent of the respondents are recognized as church leaders. 
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Church leaders are members who take active roles in propagating 

the Catholic faith and its traditions even beyond the celebration of 

the Holy Mass, which is considered a peak in the religion. The 

Church members are encouraged and vested to partake in the 

propagation of faith (Murry, 2017). 37.6 percent of the respondents 

were considered churchgoers. The churchgoers are those 

members who are always in attendance with the celebration of the 

Holy Masses and the different activities of the Church but do not 

take leadership roles in each's conduct. These respondents are 

often termed as regular mass-goers. "Regulars are generally 

families and the elderly" (Buster, 1991, p. 49). According to 

Cartocci, as cited in Biolcati-Rinaldi and Vezzoni (2015), such 

involvement, specifically with the Catholic Mass celebration, 

defines the intensity of the impact, importance, and influence faith-

life of an individual. Under the Roman Catholic Church, the 

celebration of Masses with the Holy Eucharist's presence, one of 

the seven sacraments, is the greatest reverence to God (George, 

2018).  

 

On the contrary, attending masses alone but not taking 

active roles is seen by some Church leaders to be a not-so-good 

behavior. It can be attributed to the feeling of purpose-lacking, the 

presence of internal and personal pains, and plain laziness (Stetzer, 

2014). The remaining 27.5 percent of the respondents are not so 

active in their pastoral participation and are considered 

unchurched. The lack of religious involvement of these members is 

a concerning matter in the Church (Stetzer, 2014). These 

respondents have also baptized Roman Catholics; the same is true 

with the leaders and the goers. Still, unlike them, the unchurched 

voters rarely hear Masses, visit the church, and participate in the 

different activities and programs of the Church. According to the 

Diocese of Fargo (n.d.), an inactive member of the Church is 

"someone who was baptized as a Catholic and is no longer 

practicing the faith" (para. 1). Waterloo Catholic Faith Formation 
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(n.d.) explains that inactivity in the Church can be attributed to the 

lack of interest and a vague understanding of their Church 

belonging, feeling of being unwelcome due to some belief 

differences, ongoing recollection and evaluation of the essence of 

faith and Church belonging in life, assimilation, and participation to 

other religion and sects while belonging to the Roman Catholic 

Church, and the inclination and participation to different religious 

practices not in alignment with the Roman Catholic traditions. 

Summing the coverage facts shows a clear picture that Roman 

Catholic voters do not only pertain to the religious who take the 

active roles in the Catholic faith, but to all baptized Roman 

Catholics, may they be pastorally active or not. According to Leege 

and Trozzolo (1989), "Not only are its people different 

sociologically, but they bring very different religious needs and 

experiences to the same gathering" (p. 2). There is a varying degree 

to how baptized Catholics exercise their faith and practice their 

religion, but they belong to one religion. As voters, they are all called 

Catholic voters. According to George (2018), "Participation in the 

Church is based upon Baptism and the profession of the Catholic 

faith" (para. 1). 

 

Catholic Voters' Profile 

 

Age. Evaluating the Catholic voters in terms of their age, 

25.7 percent range from 18 to 29 in their early adulthood. These 

voters are most likely to be casting their first ballots as the 

Philippines' legal voting age is 18. They are the youngest 

generation of voters. According to Ginsberg (cited in Khalid, 2016), 

votes coming from the youngest generation of voters bear much 

impact on the election results but depend on their intention to 

exercise their right of suffrage. In line with this, Galston and 

Hendrickson (2016) point out the significance of developing an 

environment circle where the youth can take active roles and are 

given a voice to be heard. 26.9 percent is the middle-aged group 



 

27 

 

Sicat & Lugue Translation of Catholic voters’… 

whose ages range from 30 to 44. Twenty-four percent of the 

respondents are in their mid-40s to their late 50s, with their ages 

ranging from 45 to 59 as they are considered to be in their late 

adulthood. The voters' oldest are the senior citizens aging 60 and 

above, comprising 23.0 percent of the Catholic voters. These voters 

are on their retirement age but are considered politically rich in 

history as they have witnessed the changing landscape of 

governance for the longest of years. According to Farolan (2016), 

this group of voters' insightful political thoughts can impact other 

voters' political views. Considering the wide age bracket among 

Catholic voters supports the idea that different generations' 

perceptions mold the nation's political landscape. Age is a 

determinant of how votes will be aligned with preferred political 

candidates and parties (Holland, 2013). According to Lau and 

Redlawsk (2008), one prevalent factor to consider in understanding 

voters' political concept level is age. The study of Hannan-Morrow 

and Roden (2014, p. 18) testifies that "age is a pivotal component 

of understanding turnout." Results show that middle adulthood and 

late adulthood registered the highest frequency of registered voters.  

 

Right of Suffrage. With the right of suffrage applied to the 

nation under the Philippine Constitution, both men and women are 

given the right to vote. Both sexes are entitled to deliberate and 

choose the nation's leaders under a democratic constitution. 

According to Macalintal, as cited in Aning (2011), unlike in the 

earlier times, women were considered inferior to men, who provided 

them no opportunity to participate in any political matter. "Extending 

the right to suffrage to Filipino women was settled in a national 

plebiscite on April 30, 1937" (Philippine Commission on Women 

[PCW], 2015, para. 2). "The general elections held on December 

14, 1937, became the first balloting in the country in which Filipino 

women were allowed to vote and run for public office" (Foundation 

for Media Alternatives [FMA], 2017, para 4). Across the Philippines' 

rich history and traditions, men and women have definite roles and 
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obligations to live up to; but as time changes along with the 

influencing factors that came in, a divergence with both the idea and 

reality of the role's obligations have taken place. In this study, 44.8 

percent of the Catholic voters are male, while 55.2 percent are 

female. The view of politics in Catholic men's eyes could trace a 

similarity or draw a fine line of difference with Catholic women. A 

recent study by Kittilson (2016) uncovers that voters' sex can serve 

as a basis for understanding their political activity. The voters' sex 

contributes to creating their environment and how they will be 

accommodated, influencing their political perception (Celis, 

Kantola, Waylen & Weldon, 2013). 

 

Employment. Employment status plays an indicative role in 

determining how individuals can make ends meet and become 

capable of providing, thereby affecting how they view the election. 

"Most people work to earn money" (International Labor 

Organization [ILO], n.d., para. 1). Aside from the income generated 

through it, employment is crucial in providing opportunities to plan 

and set life goals according to one's own accord (Pennsylvania 

Department of Education, 2016). Saunder's (2002) study explains 

that being jobless protrudes unfavorable circumstances to any 

individual and the people surrounding a person, extending to the 

circle's incremental economic progress where he belongs. 

According to Salvosa (2015), the high percentage of the 

unemployed has been a colossal concern in the Asiatic region 

where the Philippines is located. According to the International 

Labor Organization and the Asian Development Bank as cited in 

Esplanada (2014), a progressing economy can be tracked by 

evaluating the Philippines' economic standing compared to the 

earlier years. 

 

Still, such status appears to have the least impact in 

mobilizing societal and individual development in the big picture. 

One of the major reasons unemployment still dwells as an 
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economic concern in the Philippines despite the progress reported 

is the disproportional number between the available jobs and the 

increasing population count (Salvosa, 2015). About the Catholic 

voters, 53.7 percent of the respondents are employed while 46.3 

percent are unemployed. With how greatly employment can affect 

the equilibrium of the people's daily living, the Catholic voters' 

perceptions of what kind of governance the country needs could 

form and be tracked through it. Situations vary between those who 

have jobs and those who have none. With the country's economic 

condition, employment becomes a must as it sets greater living 

standards boundaries. With the Catholic Church's teachings, God's 

image is of grace and mercy, providing life to humankind. Though 

God is gracious and is known to have infinite love, man must take 

a share of the responsibility in his life. This idea is mirrored in the 

long-lived Filipino proverb, "Nasa Diyos ang awa; nasa tao ang 

gawa [God extends mercy to those who work hard]" (Biolena, 2016, 

para. 21). Catholics are not only to ask God for what they need but 

must work to achieve it. By doing so, faith and man's effort come 

together. As man considers his share of responsibilities to engage 

with life's economic circumstances through employment, the idea 

of an ideal political landscape and governance for the nation 

evolves within Catholic voters' perceptions.  

 

Voters' Income. As the Catholic voters manage their 

finances, differences in income level take its effect. Considering the 

employment status, the financial capability of Catholic voters may 

go on a different range. Wage is regarded with high value as rooted 

in its significant impact as an antecedent to the family income that 

determines its economic standing, influence on the systems that 

fuel resource allocation, and government management. Wage 

plays in valuing human efforts, especially in labor and employment 

(International Labor Organization [ILO], 2016). With the survey 

done for this study on the Catholic voters' monthly income level, 

71.5 percent of the respondents earn not higher than Php 15,780. 
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Most of the Catholic voters' wage rate is considerably on a tight 

budget. The 27.5 percent brings home higher than Php 15,781 but 

not greater than Php 118,349, while the remaining 0.9 percent has 

the income reaching Php 118,350 and could still go higher. With the 

very small percent wage of those whose income has got the largest 

scale, it can be seen that Catholic voters are mostly citizens 

belonging to what can be considered as the poor sector. According 

to ILO as cited in Agbayani (2012), the Philippines' common 

monthly salary scale is about Php 11,700; it appears just to cover 

nearly one-fifth of its international counterparts. 

 

Furthermore, among the nations involved in calculating 

wages, the Philippines landed at the third to the last spot taking the 

70th place (Agbayani, 2012). In this regard, employees need and 

hope for a justifiable wage with the workload given. According to 

the Bangko Central ng Pilipinas, as cited in Malinao (2015), PH 

money's weak power is a clear notice compared to other countries. 

It is one reason why many Filipino seek employment overseas. 

Other nations' higher currency rate is advantageous for many 

Filipinos to establish financial stability among their families by taking 

the risks of working in foreign lands (Siar, 2013). Though an 

optimistic view can be seen, a fair share of cons is left to the country 

affecting its citizens with the poverty-shaded economy. According 

to the Asian Development Bank (2013, p. 3), "poverty remains a 

mainly rural phenomenon though urban poverty is on the rise." 

Reyes and Valencia's (2004) study explains that the Philippines' 

poverty takes its trail with the frailties in how the economic system 

was managed and the interventions implored. This financial 

situation is referenced to several circumstances existing in society 

(Lam, 2005). With the Catholic voters' income level determining 

their economic standing, it is not fair to consider that it can decide 

on their political stands. 

 



 

31 

 

Sicat & Lugue Translation of Catholic voters’… 

Educational Attainment. Education plays an important role 

in determining the functionality and purpose of an individual in 

society. Much with the long history of the Philippines' education, it 

lays the foundation and direction of an individual. Moving steps 

backward with history, early Filipinos are educated according to 

their roles in society. Education is bordered on what Filipinos are 

accustomed to learning rooted in the traditions that came before 

them and their families and existing society. Societal roles are 

predetermined and are passed on from generation to generation.  

According to Florido (2000), parents assume teachers' role during 

the pre-colonial period, where education focuses on learning the 

usual skills necessary for survival. Patriarchs took charge of the 

male children by teaching them the work skills necessary for men 

to learn. 

In contrast, matriarchs took charge of the female children by 

training them in assuming roles under home economics both in 

preparation for adulthood (Musa & Ziatdinov, 2012). Moreover, 

religious, tribal leaders were also considered teachers during those 

times. They transmit and propagate the tribe's cultural ideals, 

customs, and practices among the tribe members, especially to the 

younger ones (Musa & Ziatdinov, 2012). In the Philippines' long 

history, formal schools did exist with various curriculum. Though 

traditional schools exist in the earlier times, not all Filipinos were 

given the privilege to be formally educated due to various reasons 

springing from social norms, deeply rooted cultures and traditions, 

social class hindrances, and other diverse ideologies and beliefs. 

Upon the arrival and occupation of the Spaniards in the Philippines, 

formal education began to immerge through the rise of schools that 

paved the way for the different levels of education, beginning with 

the earliest form of education intended for the youngest of the 

school-goers moving to the highest level (Musa & Ziatdinov, 2012). 

Christianity was the heart of education since educators are mostly 

coming from the religious sector (Florido, 2000).  
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With the Philippines' constitution taking its progress over 

time, human rights became more defined. Under such a wing, the 

right to education was spelled out in the Philippines, making every 

Filipino citizen entitled to an education. "So important is the right to 

an education that it has now been enshrined in the new constitution" 

(De Leon, 2008, p. 616). Education became an important tool in the 

nation's progress as it equips citizens making them more competent 

in the changing times. In the Philippines, much regard is given to 

the value of education. It is viewed as an indisputable outlet towards 

a progressive life, which is evident with the Filipinos' immense 

efforts to be sent and send their children to schools (Florido, 2000). 

Vividly, it shapes individuals in various aspects bearing much 

influence on the formation of human thoughts. Through certain 

circumstances, differences in educational attainment still exist 

among the Catholic voters considering that everybody has the right 

to go to school. With the study done, it was found out that 14.7 

percent of the Catholic voters have received elementary education 

but have failed to proceed to a much higher level of education. It 

can somehow be accounted for with the old notion that only three 

things can be learned: to read, write, and count. During the 

elementary level, the mastery of these three skills is already 

achieved by school goers. By considering this account, some have 

thought that learning the basic skills is enough for education, and 

with that, there is no other reason for them to stay longer years in 

school.  

 

As the demands of the developing society heighten, plain 

reading, writing, and arithmetic are already rendered insufficient 

(Hernandez, 2017). The 30.8 percent of the Catholic voters 

surveyed continued formal education after finishing the elementary 

level and have reached high school. The involved voters' education 

years took place before implementing the K to 12 Curriculum in the 

Philippines' educational system. In this regard, the basic education 

during their time only takes ten years to be completed, where six 
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years are spent at the elementary level and four years at the high 

school level. "President Benigno Aquino III on Wednesday, May 15, 

signed the Enhanced Basic Education Act of 2013 into law, more 

commonly known as the K-12 program" (France-Presse, 2013, p. 

1). According to the Commission on Higher Education (cited in 

Montenegro, 2011), there is an increase in students who fail to 

pursue education on the tertiary level due to economic difficulties. 

While some have stopped attending school, there is 6.5 percent 

who have proceeded through Technical Vocational Education. For 

those who opt for more affordable education, Technical-Vocational 

courses can be sought. As Pazzibugan (2012) attested, some 

students settle on Tech-Voc education instead of keeping up with 

tertiary education. 

 

On the other hand, 44.2 percent of respondents made it 

through college, and 3.9 percent have reached graduate school. 

Such differences in educational attainment are visible within 

society. Looking through the biggest percentage coming from those 

who reached college, the Catholic voters are seen as well-educated 

as to formal study. This finding is following the education-based 

statistics acquired in the Philippines. "The proportions of graduates 

of both secondary and tertiary (college) levels had increased from 

2000 to 2010" (PSA, 2013, p. 3). 

 

Catholic Voters' Perception of the Right of Suffrage 

 

Though each Filipino citizen is entitled to the right of 

suffrage, an application for a voter's registration must first occur at 

the office of the Commission on Elections (COMELEC). This 

agency officially takes charge of the surveillance during the 

Philippines' electoral proceedings (Rocamora, n.d.). In becoming 

an official vote of the country, specified procedures must be 

observed (Harder & Krosnick, 2008). In a voter's registration, an 

applicant voter must meet the voter's standards established by the 
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COMELEC. Only the registered shall be recognized and be 

honored as the nation's voters, particularly in polling precincts, 

thereby being entitled to a ballot to be filled and cast during the 

election. In this study, 91.7 percent of the Catholics were registered 

voters, while the remaining 8.3 percent have failed to register to 

make them unable to participate during the election. With the wide 

difference between the registered and unregistered percentage, it 

can be viewed that Catholic voters are very much cognizant of their 

right to suffrage and their responsibility to register. Though 

encouraged to all qualified voters, voter's registration is done 

voluntarily and in the citizens' own accord. In this case, the voters 

may or may opt not to register. With the massive percentage of 

registered Catholic voters, the voters under the Roman Catholic 

religion are deemed to have the will and intent to participate in the 

nation's leaders' deliberation and selection. Aligned with Gotinga 

(2015), before the 2016 Philippine National Election, the voter 

turnout's number outnumbered previous turnouts. 

 

With the many varied factors, there are other potential 

reasons why some Catholic voters, though given the right to vote, 

still opted not to register, disabling them to exercise their rights. 

With 75 non-registrant respondents comprising 8.3 percent of the 

Catholic voters, it was found out that the majority (82.7 %, which is 

exactly 62 of the non-registrants) have the intention to get 

registered. Still, due to various reasons, they are unable to. Failure 

of registration may be subjected to time constraints, registration 

office proximity, and the absence of the necessary documents for 

identification. The registration office usually operates during 

business hours, but these voters are accommodated with a full-time 

schedule (most likely making a living) during such time. Such a 

time-table constrains them from finding time to get registered. Rolle 

and Zipagan (2015) agree that one of the various reasons for non-

registration is a busy schedule. 
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Furthermore, it includes the electorate uncertainty, believing 

that electoral results can be falsified, and the candidates' 

inconsistencies. Aside from time, the distance of registration offices 

could also hinder some voters situated in the farthest and remote 

areas and those who reside from one place to another. Harder and 

Krosnick's (2008) study explains that conforming to standards and 

alignment needs becomes costly for individuals. Another common 

problem experienced during registration is the lack of needed 

documents to attest to the applicant's voter's identity and 

qualification. The unavailability of these necessary documents 

could be rooted in the failure to acquire birth registration records 

and other government-based registration. Data inconsistency may 

also cause problems rendering the validity of papers presented 

questionable. Overall, demanding processes and prerequisites 

tend to hinder an increase in voters' turnout (Harder & Krosnick, 

2008). Brookshire (2016) suggests, a fast and easy process could 

elicit high rates of registered voters. The remaining percentage of 

unregistered voters reveals that none of the candidates are of their 

liking (5.3 %), and the election is the least of their priorities (5.3 %). 

 

Meanwhile, some unconcerned citizens appear to care less 

about public affairs (Brookshire, 2016). Others (5.3 %) have other 

reasons. A lone voter (1.3 %) opts to enact a boycott in the election, 

which is somehow a considerable act of protest that could be 

attributed to the doubt mentioned above in the electoral system. 

Suppose one would examine the reasons behind the failure of the 

registration of some Catholic voters. In that case, the greatest 

percentage of the unregistered voters will most likely participate in 

the election if only one is given a chance. From here, the social 

responsibility of becoming the nation's voters is very much carried 

by the Catholics. 

 

Given the voter's registration's accomplishment and 

approval, the right of suffrage can still only be fully attained by the 
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voter if he/she himself/herself would exercise the right during the 

election. Ninety-two percent of the Catholic voters reveal that they 

will exercise their right to vote during the election with the survey 

done. This percentage distribution shows Catholic voters' evident 

presence on the nation's political landscaping through the election. 

Voting behavior plays a swing in the total count of electoral results. 

Voting behavior pertains to how registered voters act out their right 

to suffrage (Bitesize, n.d.). Among the 91.9 percent of Catholic 

voters, 89.1 percent thought voting is both their right and obligation. 

Every citizen in a democratic country is known for their right and 

duty to participate in nation-building through the right of suffrage, as 

it is spelled out in the constitution. An election is the foundation of a 

"democratic" state wherein the people of the nation are given the 

power and authority to take part in politics, particularly determining 

what is best for the State ("Chapter 17: Elections and Voting," 

2009). In each election, the citizens exercise their right to decide 

and select which political candidates are fitted to take the leadership 

and responsibilities in the different government and political offices, 

beginning with the highest position going to the bottom (Go, 2017). 

It is considered the initial stage towards the arduous social 

transformation (Kühne, 2011). Aside from the constitution's 

contents in educating the voters, the Catholic Church has also 

supported such rights and obligations under faith's moral standards. 

The way voters enact their right to suffrage is greatly influenced by 

the facets that comprise their environment, including their religion, 

Church affiliations, and ways of thinking (Haydaroglu, 2017).  Both 

the state's constitution and the Church teachings direct voters to 

take part in political decision-making. 

 

On the other hand, 10.2 percent of which shall vote under 

the government's hopes of transformation. With the voters' will 

registered on their ballots as they determine the political candidate's 

name, they see fit, hoping for the ideal government situation that 

could greatly improve and benefit the nation's overall landscape. 
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The voters vote on what they see will do best for the country. 

According to Berelson, Gaudet, and Lazarsfeld, as cited in Newman 

and Sheth (1985), the way voters conduct themselves during 

elections can be spelled out with the kind of society they belong to. 

During the election, citizens take a chance to transform the 

government with all hopes in their votes (Chua & Coronel, 2004). 

Catholic voters are greatly being educated with the essence of 

participating through a person’s vote in the election through church 

sermons and through various media beginning with the ones in 

print, broadcasted in radios and TVs going to those posted on the 

net. According to Britt (2012), participating in elections becomes a 

practice as those who take part manifest consistency in attendance 

in prevailing circumstances among politicians. The only vote of 

each voter is considered sacred in the Catholic Church as it must 

be used for the common good. "Ang proseso ng pagpili kung sino 

ang iluluklok sa pwesto ay itinuturing na isang sagradong ritwal ng 

mga Pilipino -- sagrado dahil ang paglilingkod sa bayan saan mang 

demokratikong bansa ay isang sagradong tungkulin" [The system 

of selecting leaders is a sacred ritual to Filipinos because public 

service is a sacred duty) (David & GMA News TV, 2013). As seen 

with the majority of Catholic voters' evident awareness of their rights 

and obligation as nation builders and some for their maturity in 

seeking government transformation, only a very small number of 

respondents were found to exercise the right solely out of their 

families' conviction. 

 

Nevertheless, parallel with Harder and Krosnick (2008), 

kinship and close acquaintances somehow cause a significant drive 

among voters to participate. Such participation is subjected and is 

seemingly grounded to the need for a sense of belongingness in 

certain circles (Britt, 2012). In the overall juncture, it can be seen 

that Catholic voters vote out of their discernment as weighed on 

their right, obligation, moral standards, and social realities observed 

and experienced. 
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As for the 8.1 percent who do not intend to vote in the 

election, 25.8 percent do not find any of the candidates worth their 

votes, while 15.2 percent do not benefit from participating. A drop 

in voters' attendance during the election may also be led by their 

limited political information (Harder & Krosnick, 2008). Having no 

potential candidate to consider can be bridged with the belief for an 

unbeneficial election result. One of the ways candidates are 

weighed is through the possible impact they can do on the 

government. There is a necessity for a roster of more ideal 

politicians to assume the position (De Guzman, 2015). Looking 

closely at 3.0 percent of the Catholic voters who do not intend to 

vote, it appears that these voters feel that the Philippine election is 

not credible and can easily be rigged. Over the long and dramatic 

history of politics in the Philippines, many issues and controversies 

have already risen and have placed the nation's election's credibility 

in question. The Philippine election system's trust rate has been on 

the rocks (De Guzman, 2015). In addressing the irregularities' 

issues, the government has implored means to heighten the 

election results' security. With advancements in technology, the 

Philippine election adapted high profile technology, claiming to 

have established its credibility (Esplanada & Santos, 2014). 

 

Furthermore, "COMELEC came up with a new policy to 

establish a clean, complete, permanent and updated list of voters 

through the mandatory registration process called biometrics 

(COMELEC Resolution No. 9853)" (De Guzman, 2015, p. 5). Such 

upgrades seek to elevate people's outlook on the validity of 

elections (Luyt, 2007). Amidst all controversies, the Philippines 

have taken great means to rejuvenate the image of justice and 

politics. Though the Philippine elections' credibility is somehow 

tarnished on the brighter prospect, many Filipinos are still hopeful 

of the better transformation that can spring from it as they 

continually cast their vote in every election. According to Chua and 



 

39 

 

Sicat & Lugue Translation of Catholic voters’… 

Coronel (2004), even though the process may have its flaws and 

downsides, many voters still opt to participate, hoping for the 

transformation their vote can bring. According to Rubio, as cited in 

Doyle (2016), the Church's voters have not given up their 

confidence in making a change. Meanwhile, the largest percentage 

of Catholic voters (56.1 %) who intend not to vote were found to 

have varied reasons. This large percentage aligns with Catholic 

voters' idea, though belonging in one religion perceives election 

differently. 

 

Elections in the Philippines 

 

Elections are excessively grand in the Philippine landscape 

as the masses very much anticipate them. With the citizens, 

particularly the voters taking a crucial part in the election, wide 

dissemination of electoral proceedings and political candidates' 

information is always made to the public before and during the 

campaign. In line with this, political news circulates among different 

people and uses different media types. Many info outlets are being 

implored to carry out messages to the masses (Cox & Stockwell, 

2005). According to McCreadie and Rice, as cited in Madden 

(2000), through various subjects and sources in the surroundings 

that can instill ideas among individuals, information is acquired. 

Sources that present authentic details are regarded as reliable by 

the voters and are useful in decision making (Baxter & Marcella, 

2017). By rooting out the means that enable Catholic voters to 

obtain information with the national elections, it was identified that 

television had been the primary source of knowledge of most 

respondents. This concords with the study of O'Cass (2002) as it 

specifies that even though more highly technological options now 

prevail, the voters remain to regard television as a better fact 

supplier. The study of Dulio, O'Brien, and Thurber (2001) agrees as 

they point out that much significance on the voters' knowledge is 

attributed to its use. The importance of such use was maintained to 
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the masses over the changing years (Barthel, Gottfried, Mitchell & 

Shearer, 2016). Saad (2013) reveals that most people in modern 

times are placed on a track with the updates televisions accessibly 

deliver. Usual info outlets, including televisions, are regarded as 

staple sources (Banducci, Boomgaarden, Claes & Semetko, 2005). 

 

The television is one of the most common appliances found, 

owned, and used in most Filipino homes. With the variety of its 

uses, particularly its function as a source of entertainment and 

information, the television's features improved with time continuing 

its useful service to the people up to the present. With the close 

family ties existing in the Philippine culture, it is not fair to consider 

that the Filipino voters do get vast information within their families 

aside from the television, as some of the respondents acknowledge. 

According to Azizi, Hashim, Mohamed, and Sualman (2017), the 

family appears to be a mold that shapes budding generations' ideas 

and behaviors regarding public affairs. Moreover, consanguinity 

often becomes the basis of a voter's decision (Davidson, Hicken & 

Ravanilla, 2017). Considering the modern age, voters now gather 

information and details about the political landscape through 

various technologies (Cox & Stockwell, 2005). With the rapid 

progress and wide use of the internet in the Philippines, particularly 

with the younger generations, social media's use turned out to be 

ubiquitous, making it another good source of information for the 

masses, as many of the respondents reveal. Social media is the 

modern way of sending and receiving messages were all sorts of 

subjects that can be talked about and can reach a multitude with a 

single click. With much modernity, different transactions are now 

being done through social media, beginning with business, 

education, invites, endorsements, and even political matters, 

including campaigns and candidate surveys, both national and 

international. Social media presents more flexible and accessible 

interconnectedness enabling it to overshadow conventional 

information sources (Biswas, Ingle & Roy, 2014).  
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In the Philippines, the streets are covered with posters, 

banners, streamers, and many other signages on display for many 

passers-by to see and remember during campaign periods. In 

addition to that, flyers are also being distributed almost everywhere 

and anywhere. Ranging from the traditional going to the boldest and 

the most creative, campaign materials have evolved from a simple 

piece of paper to t-shirts, wristbands, caps, bags, fans, and even 

food packaging only to capture the attention of voters. With the 

overflowing election-related devices flooding the streets, officials 

have even taken means to set some limits (Santos, 2013). With 

much effort, many of the respondents consider these campaign 

materials as good sources of information. Though its 

excessiveness is observable, it has somehow move steps behind 

the more high-tech sources. The study of Akbıyık and Eroğlu (2014, 

p. 13) aligns to this since “According to the data obtained from the 

survey; election buses, election songs, and folk songs, posters and 

flags which are indispensable tools all together for political parties 

and candidates in both general and local elections, have been come 

out not to hold great significance for the voter.” Abao, Abellanos, 

Luis, Obsioma, Paderanga, and Tanedo (2012) concur that fair 

significance is attributed to the later sources. Voters do as well 

consider acquiring information firsthand through political forums. 

Through public meetings, different issues and concerns can be 

opened and be discussed, especially through the involvement of 

the political candidates themselves. Here, they are allowed to 

answer the masses' queries, particularly on the issues at hand.  

Such forums are now being televised in modern times, 

making them viewable nationwide through televisions and social 

media. Reviewing the traditional and usual mode of acquiring 

national information, it has been a practice that a morning coffee 

goes with a newspaper to read. In a Filipino setting, “pakikibalita” or 

the act of inquiring, is a common practice observed considerably 

almost anytime and anywhere becoming a part of the culture. 
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Though newspapers give much information to the public, their use 

has somehow declined due to technological advancements. 

Comparable with the survey of Zenith Optimedia as cited in Sweney 

(2015, p.1), “The average amount of time spent reading 

newspapers fell more than 25 percent globally from 2010 to 2014”. 

Though news can now be accessed online, newspapers still have 

maintained their functionality as a portion of the population is still in 

use to be aware of what is happening around, especially with the 

government. This finding confides with the survey of Kantar Media 

as cited in The Manila Times (2014, p. 2), which states, “even with 

more urban and rural homes owning TV sets, 50 percent of Filipinos 

still read newspapers, and 14 percent read magazines”. 

Considering those who do not have much access to social media, 

particularly the much older generations, newspapers have been of 

easy reach for them as they are delivered daily early in the morning 

straight on their doors. Though the use of more sophisticated and 

on-trend information channels is on the hook, not everybody can 

freely attain access to them, as some may find them costly (Reyes, 

2016). With the decline of newspaper usage, a drop in radio tuning 

followed. The old-school media were outrun by computer 

networking (Smith, 2009). According to McIntyre (2016, p.6), 

“Millennials don’t listen to as much radio as those that came before 

them because they have much better options these days.” Though 

such reality has already taken place, there is still a small portion of 

voters who consider the use of radio as a good source of 

information, as respondents reveal. Summing all of these up, it can 

be said that the Catholic voters have all sorts of means to keep track 

of what is current in the political arena ranging from the traditional 

to the most advanced, keeping them well updated globally and 

locally. As information acquisition takes place, the weighing and 

decision making in the minds of Catholic voters ensue. Information 

can be acquired in plenty of outlets that can serve as good sources, 

but information disparity is often experienced (Lee, 2016). The way 
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information is presented by its reference and interpreted by its 

inquirer can influence the political mindset (Robertson, 2017). 

 

Election Influencers and Voters’ Preference 

 

Aside from the sources of information at hand, some people 

have this strong persuasive power that can influence voters' 

perceptions and decisions. The strength of persuasion depends on 

“liking, reciprocation, consistency, scarcity, social validation, and 

authority” (Cialdini & Goldstein, 2013, p. 40).  This study reveals 

that most Catholic voters are mature enough to be solely influenced 

by the political candidates themselves, evident with 48.4 percent of 

the respondents. In deciding which and whom to vote, the spotlight 

is always on the political candidates, their intentions, and their 

capacity to contribute to the country's better social and political 

transformation. Public figures, including the statesmen and other 

public affairs officials, are regarded to impact the masses regarding 

national matters (Dubois & Gaffney, 2014). The way masses 

perceive can be defined by how political figures address political 

concerns (Plescia & Staniek, 2017). Untoward incidents involving 

political candidates can greatly change the way voters perceive 

them (Vivyan, Wagner & Tarlov, 2012). In further congruence, 

Krosnick (2001) explains that the politicians’ credibility bears much 

gravity in the deliberation of who among them fits best to the 

coveted government position. Also, the way politicians present 

themselves to the public eye can bear sway among the people 

(Bohan, Harris, McCafferty & Rosenberg, 1986). According to 

Akbıyık and Eroğlu (2014, p.13), “the voters are influenced by the 

political applications varies according to the socio-economic 

characteristics of themselves.” In this position, it can be seen that 

the Catholic voters’ perception put much gravity on the political 

candidates. Weighing on this, politicians' governing methods affect 

how voters perceive their right to suffrage (Pillai & Williams, 1998).  
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The Catholic voters’ influencers and motivators are not 

limited to political candidates. Aside from politicians, many more 

others whose words and actions can mobilize voter behavior and 

perception (Fink & Smith, 2015). Returning to Filipinos' close family 

bond, 21.8 percent of the Catholic voters consider their parents the 

primary figures that influence their decisions. It is common for 

Filipinos to be extremely obedient to their parents as it is a belief for 

many that there is no such parent who would want any harm to 

befall upon his child. The concept that everything the parents do is 

for the good of their children has long been planted in Filipinos' 

minds. As part of society, the environment bears much influence on 

their voting behavior. To fit in society, learning to adapt must take 

place, posing a significant influence on how voters conduct 

themselves (Davy & Shipper, 1993). 

 

Moreover, the youngest generations of voters connect 

pieces of political concepts under the wing of their closest society 

(Stamp, 2010). At the onset of the election season, many opinion-

makers flocks the different TV programs, news columns, radio 

airtime, internet pages, and various other media to reach the voters. 

As opinion-makers express their side and unravel their perceptions, 

a stir in the voters' minds happens as the voters compare their 

perceptions with theirs. With every word each of these opinion-

makers utter, the perception of many Catholic voters is made as 

15.7 percent of the respondents unfold. According to Burstein 

(2003, p. 29), “the impact of public opinion is substantial.” With the 

strong Filipino religiosity and existing in the culture, it can be said 

that Catholicism somehow influences the Catholic voters. The 

parish priests, acting as shepherds in the community of believers, 

also contribute to laying the foundations of Catholicism and morality 

among the parishioners. With such contribution, many Catholic 

voters acknowledge parish priests' influence in their perceptions 

with the election evident with the 9 percent of the respondents. 

Though acknowledged by some, such percentage distribution is 
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considerably low. The religious leaders appear to belong with the 

least relevant in terms of political matters among Catholic voters. 

Though the Church’s work of evangelization endures, the respect 

for individual free will is faithfully observed when it comes to political 

choices. In the end, the decision will always be left to the voters 

(Dionisio, 2014). There appears to be a division in terms of political 

beliefs among Catholics. The members of the Church have 

somehow drifted with her teachings (Philpott, 2004). On point, Sin, 

as cited in Reuters (2016, p.41), explains, “the church’s leadership 

is more fragmented and because of that, carries less clout.”  

 

Though the intention of the Church may be devoted to what 

is morally right and just on the fundamentals of faith, its vision will 

never progress to its realization without the mission being shared 

by its faithful (Inductivo, 2013). Aside from those mentioned above, 

the barangay captain, teachers, and showbiz personalities have a 

certain influence among the Catholic voters. Based on the rate of 

the last three mentioned, it can be seen that though some took 

consideration of them, their respective influence levels still evidently 

appear to be exceedingly low. Barangay captains are very much 

known in particular areas. They exercise their governance, but the 

same area set their limit of influence. Teachers are considered 

dignified and credible as their work line implies but are perceived 

as solely confined in their field. According to Rubin (1952, p. 35), 

“there are some who feel that teachers should not engage in 

politics.” Looking over the political endorsers' group, showbiz 

personalities in political campaigns are evident and appearing to be 

stapled in Philippine politics. Media personalities and various 

election-related publicities serve as usual influencers during 

election periods (Hsuan-Yi, 2014). Concomitantly, the findings point 

that showbiz personalities are way farthest to be considered by 

almost all Catholic voters. The rate is congruent with Galston and 

Hendrickson (2016), explaining that such endorsers do not have 

much charisma to influence a wagon of voters. This finding shows 
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that contrary to that of the earlier years, a vast majority have shown 

support to candidates from the entertainment industry, even paving 

their way to government seats (Sherrill, 2006). It only shows that 

perceptions may change over time with experienced realities. 

Based on account of facts gathered and analyzed, it can be said 

that voting behavior can be influenced by the political behavior of 

other people (Morwitz & Pluzinski, 1996). While there is a majority 

among the Catholic voters who consider the influence of other 

people in coming up with their perception, there are those who find 

the answers they give on their ballots solely relying on their self-

discernment 9.2 percent of the respondents prove. The 

respondents' remaining percentage, the political candidates’ 

character, political platforms, and track record somehow bear 

influence. This remaining percentage is greatly directed and 

associated with the political candidates that garnered the majority 

rate, as presented earlier. As one is certified by the study of Abao 

et al. (2012), the significance worth of politicians' government plans 

is relatively high. 

 

How the country shall be governed after the election 

convenes with the kind of leaders elected. In every election, a horde 

of political candidates court voters hoping for their yes in the ballots 

they will be casting. As the candidates present themselves to the 

masses, voters get to know more and deliberate who is ideal and 

less. Parallel with the study of Vasile (2016, p. 12), “character 

assessment plays a significant role in determining vote choice.” 

Voters’ perception becomes the barometer in the selection of 

potential government leaders (Parmelee, 2008). Favorable election 

candidates are identified through their profile, economic relation 

and intention, and influence among the voters (Kennamer, 1987). 

Naturally, voters prefer candidates they see ideal to their standards 

and whose beliefs are parallel with theirs. Commitment to certain 

political parties and candidates has an evident effect on voters' 

behavior during elections (Tsai, 2017).  Weighing up the Catholic 
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voters' preferences, the majority by 75.5 percent considers that 

ideal candidates have a fear of God. The Catholic Church has 

encouraged voters, particularly Catholics, to exercise their votes 

and much inclination to their teachings conscientiously. With a 

stronghold to the first commandment, Villegas, as cited in Visperas 

(2016, p. 9), expounds, “the people should not vote for an atheist or 

for someone who makes fun of the name of God.”  The study of 

Carlson and Listhaug (2006) agrees with the value of 

acknowledging the Highest in political matters. With the range of 

religiosity existing in politicians' person, the voters are given a 

glimpse of their moral foundation and conviction. The Church where 

politicians come from matter as some may take pattern from it in 

deliberating their worth for a vote (Segers, 2012). The more the 

politician acknowledge God, the more he is expected to be morally 

upright. With God as the center of one’s humanity, morality is not to 

fail. Political concepts may take their threshold on faith's 

evangelization in light of the Holy Gospels (George, 2018).  

According to the nation's present landscape, human life's value is 

always put on the line beginning with the different forms of crimes 

and abuses. The inhuman government proposals seem to be a 

value-drifted and twisted society. The sanctity of life can be 

preserved in confidence and with the Catholic Church (George, 

2018). The Catholic Church seeks peaceful and humane resorts 

instead of taking the means of inflicting harm and terror to 

remediate what is erring, establishing her vitality in keeping 

humanity in governance (Linantud, 1998). Human dignity is sought 

to be protected by the Church with all efforts (Inductivo, 2013).  

 

According to Grzymala-Busse (2015, p. 30), “Religiosity is a 

significant predictor of policy influence.” In participating in the state 

decision-making during the election, Catholic voters may 

experience dilemma as some principles and ideals upheld by the 

political candidates they are most likely to vote for are not aligned 

with the Roman Catholic Church (Walsh, 2008). Considering the 
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Philippines' slow economic progress, it is easy to point out that one 

major root cause is corruption beginning with the high offices down 

to the bottom. With this, the country has been negatively notable. 

The survey done by the New York Times, as cited in Walker (2015, 

p. 1), unveils “the Philippines to be the most corrupt country in the 

Asian region.” With the voters’ aim for social and political 

transformation, a candidate must be devoid of corruption in the 

roster of potential government leaders perceived by voters. In 

regards to this, a great percentage of Catholic voters seek political 

candidates incorruptible, as 48.2 percent of the respondents say so. 

According to the Philippine Daily Inquirer (2016), a growing need 

for a government leader is devoid of corruption. As Mourdoukoutas 

(2017, p. 41) chronicles, “The Philippines is still searching for its 

leader to free it from corruption and turn it into the bright star of Asia 

that it once was.” With the well-known not so good reputation of the 

Philippine government, the people have grown to be thirsty for 

much bolder and braver leaders who have the guts to go against 

the current and revolutionize the government system. The country's 

system is inflicting concerns living in its history and continuing to 

take its breathing until now (Thompson, 2010). The people are fed 

up with what they consider a continuous cycle of governance that 

overlooks their needs and fails them. 

 

According to Hutchcroft (2008, p.154), “it is important to 

build a democracy that can overcome its historical shortcomings 

and begin to demonstrate responsiveness not just to the privileged 

few but to the citizenry as a whole.” Viewing the bulk of work that 

needs to be addressed in the government system could be 

overwhelming. Recounting this reality, the Catholic voters favor 

political candidates who dare to fight for what is right, as seen with 

42.3 percent of the respondents. According to Avant, as cited in Britt 

(2012), people align with candidates who can provide security to 

the nation. A politician deemed to match the standards of the 

masses' perceptions is someone who exhibits a strong personality, 
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control, cordiality, sense of justice, and is hands-on (Hellweg, 

1979). Bearing much on this perception, it has been the current 

political waves that government seats are often being used to keep 

the position of those in power, thereby making it at the expense of 

the common citizens (Eaton, 2003). Political manipulation and 

dynasties are concerns that pointed out why government 

transformation is stagnant (Sherrill, 2006). Voters put their hopes 

on someone who can take down this political machinery system 

without being invested in it. 

 

In determining the corrupt and incorruptible in politicians' 

pool, the significance of each candidate's political background or 

track records enters the scene. Such history can be a primary basis 

to identify the candidates' credibility before deciding if they are 

worthy of a vote or not. According to Zata, as cited in Servando 

(2009, p. 7), “a candidate's track record and political circle should 

also be considered since past behavior predicts future behavior.” 

With this observable fact, a good percentage of Catholic voters 

consider and give high value to politicians' unblemished track 

records; results show 36.6 percent of the respondents do so. It also 

conforms with Bolo and Murcia (2016) findings, which denotes that 

political candidates who are knowledgeable enough and are time-

tested credible in leading the government are of priority among 

voters. 

 

Moreover, the political and government plan of the 

candidates is as equally important as their track records. With their 

political platforms, the voters get to know their intention for the 

nation and glimpse how the government system will possibly be like 

under their leadership. Political platforms are blueprints of the 

government system they will build. These set forth the directions as 

to where their governance will head. These sets of plans leave an 

impact among voters since it is through these, the voters can 

visualize the landscape of the kind of governance they propose and 
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how they will be affected by it. With 37.9 percent of the respondents 

recognizing the value of a great political platform, it can be said that 

Catholic voters would want candidates who have great plans and 

have clear directions. For them, these plans and targets have 

weight. Considering Payne, as cited in Stein (2016), much 

consideration is given by the voters to the candidates' political 

platforms during the election.  

 

Up close, the intestines of politics, twists, and turns are 

surely in place. The alliance can easily change between and among 

politicians even in a short period. The way political candidates 

present themselves, their ideas, and their intention to the people 

and the entire country may turn entirely different. They are engulfed 

with all the political pressures and the so-called tough game of 

politics. It has been the same old story for most Filipinos. Campaign 

periods are regarded as a time for the politicians to do what is locally 

termed “pagpapapogi” or beautify their image to earn the favor of 

voters' masses. The candidates' true colors can only be viewed on 

the way they handle the nation’s issues. With this reality taking 

place, 31.9 percent of the Catholic voters testify to the nation's need 

for government leaders who have strong convictions on issues. The 

Catholic votes also look forward to a leader with a strong personality 

that cannot easily be sunk or swayed with the overwhelming forces 

in the political sphere and will stand up for his ideals. As cited in 

Britt (2012), Avant explains that political candidates with strong and 

appealingly dominant personalities bear much impact. Though 

economic growth is beginning to shed some light on the country, 

poverty remains a staple issue. Even with the inevitable presence 

of poverty in the country, the Catholic voters have maintained the 

dignity of their vote by being mature enough to consider that their 

votes cannot easily be bought or be an equivalent to any monetary 

amount, which could even be in the guise of gifts being given during 

campaign periods and by branded reliefs distributed during 

calamities. 
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Standing up for the dignity of a Catholic vote, Villegas, as 

cited in Saludo (2015, p.1), advises, “Vote, not because you have 

been paid, or promised bounty, not because you or your relatives 

have been promised employment or privilege but because you trust 

a person to lead the community and to lead the country.” Despite 

the prevailing economic condition, Catholics opt to do what is right 

and weigh their vote's gravity on conscientious scales. Examining 

the considerable percentage garnered on each category, it 

becomes evident that Catholic voters maintain and use specific 

standards grounded in their perceptions and own preferences in 

deliberating whom to vote during the election. Gary (2008) 

emphasizes the existence of heterogeneity among Catholic voters 

in a variety of aspects. This heterogeneity plays a part during 

electoral proceedings (Carr, 2015). Whoever gets elected becomes 

the image of who the voters are. According to Katigbak (2013, p.1), 

“we decide whom we feel is best suited to represent us in the 

government.” 

 

Catholic Voters’ Perception vis-à-vis Demographic Profile and 

Participation in the Church 

 

The degree of pastoral involvement, prevailing socio-

economic demographics, and the national political landscape, and 

all the preferences make up Catholic voters’ perception. As all of 

these factors exist, they tend to intertwine and affect one another, 

building up the realities where the Catholic voters' perceptions are 

rooted. Thus, such facts' trajectory heads to the government's 

concept and the very election that authors it. 

 

Pastoral participation and Income. Aside from the vitality of 

income in sustaining physiological needs, it also has a significant 

relationship with the Catholic voters’ pastoral participation degree. 

The study shows that those with low to middle-income levels tend 
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to be churched, thereby taking active roles as leaders, organization 

members, and regular Mass attendees. The mass-goers seen at 

church are mostly people whose income scales from low to middle 

level. It only shows that most of those who partake in the Church 

services and activities do not come from elite society. 

 

On the other hand, the well-off take the minority wing, which 

may have resulted from the short time left to them by their high-

paying jobs. Time constraints due to employment demands may be 

pointed out. The findings can be fastened with the study of Leege 

and Trozzolo (1989), where it was seen that there are Catholics 

who tend to divert their time, making a living compromising their 

time for the Church. According to Bettendorf and Dijkgraaf (2009), 

“income is found to affect religion negatively” (p. 1). Kortt, Sinnewe, 

and Steen (2017) further explain that “the hourly wage rate 

accounts for some of the variation in the attendance and faith 

regressions” (p. 2112). The recession in pastoral participation is 

attributed to the progression of the parishioners’ standards of living 

(Hirschle, 2010). On the other side, the particular findings of the 

study in this section and the other studies that support it show 

incongruence with McCarthy's (2009) results, which presents 

otherwise. 

 

Registration Status and Age. The eligibility of Catholic 

voters to vote is dependent on their registration status. The 

registration status manifests dependence on the age category of 

the potential voters. Showing congruence with Pierce and Webster 

(2015), age can understand voters' political ideologies. Individually 

concentrating on particular age groups while taking government-

related factors and influences as the foreground unfolds a lead in 

understanding societal diversity (Morrison, 2014). 

 

Moreover, age bears influence on how ideal political 

candidates are perceived (Holland, 2013). Though all legal aged 



 

53 

 

Sicat & Lugue Translation of Catholic voters’… 

citizens are entitled to voting, the registration status percentage 

varies in particular age brackets. As with the Catholic voters, there 

are more registered voters from middle adulthood and late 

adulthood than early adulthood and senior citizens. Consistency 

marks up with eligible voters' rates from mid-adulthood (Glenn & 

Grimes, 1968). On the other hand, the number of non-registrants is 

higher among early adults and senior citizens. According to Avila 

(2017), most of the registered voters come from the older age 

groups. Considering the youngest generations of voters’ portion of 

innocence with the different matters of politics with the little 

experience they have as beginner voters, it can be assumed that 

they are still being introduced and are currently learning the maze 

of the political sphere. Hannan-Morrow and Roden (2014) highly 

consider that the rate of a country's eligible voters can be greatly 

improved if younger voters will be part of the account. As time goes 

by with their age, they will eventually get immersed with political 

realities and develop more mature perspectives with their roles and 

obligations to prompt them to exercise their political rights like those 

in their middle adulthood. Attested by Glenn and Grimes (1968), 

their involvement with the public and government affairs elevates. 

Expounding it more, Harder and Krosnick (2008, p. 532) include 

that “as people grow older, they gain skills advantageous to voting, 

or they may become more motivated because they perceive their 

age group members to have more at stake economically in election 

outcomes.” “Perceptions are surprisingly volatile over time, but they 

are stimulated by general elections and even more so by a change 

of government” (Clarke, Sanders, Stewart & Whiteley, 2016, p. 

234). Maturity is rendered influential in the eligible voters' 

progression and recession (Smets, 2012). On the other side, the 

high number of non-registrants among senior citizens can be 

attributed to the constraints brought by their declining health. 

According to Sharp, Shields, and Turner (2001, p. 812), “there are 

factors in some elections that make it worth the struggle for elders 

in poor health to vote.” 
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Employment and Registration Status. Aside from the voters' 

age brackets, their employment status appears to have a significant 

relationship with their registration status as the nation’s voters. 

Examining the junction between employment and the voters’ 

registration status among Catholics shows a greater percentage of 

employed Catholics who are registered voters than those who are 

unemployed. Employed Catholics tend to apply for registration as 

the nation’s voters. This finding is very much in line with the study 

of Sharp et al. (2001, p. 811), which affirms that “Being a participant 

in the labor force and increased levels of educational attainment 

were associated with significantly greater probabilities of turnout.” 

Much can already be accounted for in rooting for education from 

employment. The scholastics of an individual reflect his potentials 

to immerse himself with public and government affairs. 

 

Furthermore, it enables individuals to engage effectively 

with the different legal proceedings. “Education may impart skills 

that enhance a person’s ability to understand how the civic process 

operates and how to navigate the requirements of registration” 

(Harder & Krosnick, 2008, p. 530). Likewise, it fuels political 

thoughts and motivation (Bueker, 2005). Putting the relation back 

with employment, it as well transmits beneficence with career 

opportunities. With the prevailing realities the working sphere 

presents, people who get to be more engaged and progressive 

through employment tend to realize much significance with the 

government matters and how it affects them (Harder & Krosnick, 

2008). With engagement on hand, finance needs and wants are put 

into place, emphasizing much of its significance. According to 

Sharp et al. (2001), the better their financial stability, the more they 

are likely to get things done to vote. 

 

Upon the registration as the nation’s voters, citizens are 

officially given the authority and right to vote during elections. 
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Though such eligibility is already rightfully granted, the voters’ 

intention to vote may show divergence as some may intend to vote 

while some may opt not. With the collective number of registered 

voters, including both the employed and the unemployed, the 

employed Catholic voters rose to have the greater intention to vote. 

Employed Catholic voters are very much likely to participate during 

elections by exercising their right to suffrage. These findings show 

unity with Oross, Róbert, and Szabó (2017) study, which presents 

that great career immersion and all the duties and responsibilities it 

involves turn out to drive voters to take active parts in the 

government-related activities. 

 

On the other hand, joblessness takes its toll on an 

individual's political involvement (Aytaç, Rau & Stokes, 2016). 

Those who do not go to work are most likely to miss the 

government-related activities (Giugni & Lorenzini, 2010). 

Unemployment remains to be an overshadowing concern. One’s 

necessities to survive are heavily put to the line. Upon losing a job, 

voters become more preoccupied in search of new employment 

opportunities making the elections the least of their concern (Aytaç 

et al., 2016). Putting it all up, with the other factors that may initiate 

a long and after such situation, political choices from depleted 

financial earnings may not be reflected in the total election count 

(Benson, 2008). 

 

Pastoral participation and Decision to Vote. With the 

Catholic Church remaining vocal and firm to its moral stand with the 

national politics and governance, the Catholic voters are 

increasingly being educated with religious perspectives and 

government stands. With much inclination to both, particularly with 

the Catholic Church's teachings, Catholic voters determine their 

stance and obligation that transcends to their discernment to vote. 

Findings show a great degree of dependence between the Catholic 

voters’ decision to participate in the national elections by exercising 
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their right to vote and their degree of pastoral participation. It shows 

that Catholic voters who are more inclined and active in the Church 

are most likely to exercise their right of suffrage and fulfill their 

nation-building obligation as the nation’s voters. Concomitantly, 

Gerber, Gruber, and Hungerman’s (2016) study presents that the 

rate of voter eligibility may be based on the voters’ religious 

involvement. Pastoral participation favorably elevates the number 

of voters who cast their ballots (Sharp et al., 2001; Straight-Reed, 

2016). The more parishioners participate in religious activities, the 

more they are likely to participate in government affairs (Driskell, 

Embry & Lyon, 2008). Religious belongingness is a driving force 

that leads parishioners to exercise their right to suffrage (Radu, 

2016). The findings of the study of Peterson (1992) affirms this but 

further explains that fluctuation may still be expected due to the 

intertwining factors that compose the profile of voters. 

 

Nevertheless, religion is significant in the government 

sphere through the members who participate in it (“The Influence of 

Religion on Political Participation Politics,” 2015). Membership in a 

religious congregation brings individuals to a deeper realization of 

the value of their role in nation-building (Djupe & Grant, 2001). 

Moral reasons impel one to take a stand on the existing government 

realities (Choi, 2014). Religion has guided informing voters who are 

cognizant of their right to suffrage and the responsibilities that come 

with it (Jones-Correa & Leal, 2001). At some point, religious 

teaching shapes the concept of responsible citizenship among 

individuals (Radu, 2016). The political direction can be defined 

through his moral faith upbringing (Bélanger & Eagles, 2006; 

Green, Guth, Kellstedt & Smidt, 2006). As members of the Church, 

it is ideal for Catholic voters to deliberate political matters and 

concerns with the Church’s teachings' inspiration before coming up 

with a decision during elections (United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops, 2015). All of these back the claim that “Catholics 

are valued voters for the candidates because they take their faith 
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and their role in democracy seriously” (Gary, 2008, p. 23). With the 

belief in God experienced through faith, one’s action is directed with 

the fundamental values (George, 2018). The study's findings 

indicated in this section and all the other studies that support it 

manifest contrast with Sönmez’s conclusions. According to Sönmez 

(2013), association with the Church sets-aside association with 

government-related matters. Concomitantly, George (2018) 

justifies that pastoral participation is not a hindrance to voters' 

active involvement in politics. Still, it is something that extends to 

the development of a philanthropic intention for the common good. 

Putting the section's accounts together, Peterson (1992) may 

contrast the ideas through the concept of diversity. Still, the impact 

of pastoral participation is relatively great in the big picture. 

 

Limitations of the Study 

 

This study has focused on understanding Catholic voters' 

perceptions of elections, particularly with the 2016 Philippine 

National Election. While the findings of the current study are 

encouraging, it is still subjected to certain limitations. The study only 

involved baptized Roman Catholic respondents within the age 

bracket of 18 and above as with the country's existing legal voting 

age. This study has primarily confined itself with the use of survey 

questionnaires whose contents encompass the Catholic voters’ 

pastoral involvement, socio-economic demographics, and voting 

behavior and perceptions. With the data gathered, only the 

significant association between the level of the monthly income of 

respondents and type of participation in the Church, education level 

and type of involvement in the church, employment status and age 

category, education level and age category, employment status and 

sex, educational attainment and employment status, age category 

and voters’ registration status, employment status and voters’ 

registration status, intention to vote and employment status, and the 
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decision to vote and the type of participation in the church were 

covered and gauged in the conduct of the study. 

 

This study was conducted only within the Archdiocese of 

San Fernando's boundaries located in Pampanga, Philippines. 

Thus, only the Catholic voters' perceptions of the said archdiocese 

are represented, analyzed, and reflected and not of the entire 

country. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Based on the study, a clear image of Catholic voters’ 

political perception was drawn. From such depiction, the palette 

vital to creating the canvass was viewed under spectacles revealing 

significant hues that make up Catholic voters' vote to be translated 

in their ballots. 

 

Up close to Catholic voters' portrait, a clear divergence 

exists among them though they all belong in the same religion as 

their collective profile defines. Beginning with their pastoral 

participation equivalent to their degree of religiosity, Catholics vary. 

As viewed in the population's fractions, a portion is considered 

churched committing through the religion as manifested through 

leadership roles, Church organization membership, and Mass 

attendance. In contrast, the other part is deemed unchurched as 

rooted with their least involvement in the Church. Though they vary 

in their degree of religiosity, nevertheless are all baptized under the 

Roman Catholic religion, hence are collectively called Roman 

Catholics. With the existence of the legal voting age of 18, all 

Catholics of this age and above are considered potential voters, 

making the perceptions of different generations shape the totality of 

a Catholic vote. With the vitality of employment in the economic 

stability, views about politics and election may term difference 

considering the employed financial condition and needs compared 
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to the unemployed. A great majority of Catholic voters fall under the 

low-income level, nine in every ten individuals. 

 

On the other hand, a considerable rate reaches the middle 

level of income, two in every ten individuals. With that, Catholic 

voters' socio-economic-political perceptions could be weighed with 

how ends are met, mostly within a low level of income. With 

education and its value on the transition through time, its 

significance with the development of Catholic voters’ perception is 

unquestionable. With the fact that Catholic voters come from 

different generations and economic situation, a difference in 

educational attainment is observed. Through their educational 

attainment, Profiling Catholic voters, though at some point vary on 

certain degrees, are mostly educated wherein the majority have 

attended college, and a good percentage have received high school 

education. 

 

With the election laid under the foundation of a democratic 

constitution pillared with the right of suffrage, its culmination 

depends on the participation of the nation’s voters. Becoming the 

nation’s legal and recognized voters begin with an official 

COMELEC registration where one can earn the authority to 

exercise voting rights as granted by democracy. Regarding the 

Catholic voters' preference and voters’ registration, it was observed 

that the great majority are already registered voters, and that 

percentage is equivalent to nine in every ten individuals. With the 

low rate of Catholic voters who have failed to register, most of them 

have the intention to get registered but were hindered by various 

reasons. With the accomplishment of voters’ registration, the 

enactment of the right attained through it follows.  The intention to 

participate through voting during the election takes its weight. 

Catholic voters are deemed to take active parts via votation during 

the election, as nine in every ten of them intend to vote. With an 

expected great voter turnout, most of them plan to vote, considering 
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their right and obligation as the nation’s citizens. The least 

percentage of Catholic voters with no intention of participating in the 

election have varied reasons. 

 

In the decision laid by Catholic voters on their ballots during 

the election day, various factors are held to influence what is cast. 

Determining whom to vote for, Catholic voters begin by knowing the 

political candidates. In this part, sources of information take their 

crucial role. The television is immersed as the greatest source of 

information as Catholic voters regard, followed by family and 

friends, social media, and the usual campaign materials. With the 

television being owned and used for an extensive number of hours 

in many Filipino homes, it is not a question that much political-

related information can be delivered to the masses. As with the 

political motivators and influencers, most Catholic voters are seen 

to have the sense of maturity to regard the political candidates to 

bear the greatest influence in their vote. Side by side, parents and 

opinion-makers' role and impact are also recognized and 

considered only to a certain degree in selecting candidates. On the 

other hand, Church leaders appeared to have a downhill declined 

influence among parishioners making their side the least likely to 

be heard and considered. 

 

Nevertheless, with the Catholic voters’ moral foundation as 

it is rooted in the Catholic Church's teachings bearing much 

significance in their selection standards for political candidates, the 

fear of God turned out to be the main quality they seek among 

political candidates as seven in every ten respondents reveal. This 

special quality was preceded by the political candidates’ 

incorruptibility, the courage to do what is right, their political 

platforms, and the credit of a good track record. The preceding 

qualities have also attained considerable favor among Catholic 

voters. Noticeably, these favorable qualities that coexist with the 
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fear of God are all entangled with the people’s well-known and 

deliberate need for government transformation.  

 

With many factors surrounding Catholic voters that in the 

long run have contributed to the formation of their perceptions 

towards politics and election; associations were established 

between and among Catholic voters’ degree of pastoral 

participation, age level, sex, employment status, income level, 

educational attainment, registration status, the reason for not 

registering, reasons for voting and not voting, source of information, 

and motivators and influencers. With such coordination, it was seen 

how perceptions of Catholic voters are affected by the mentioned 

contributing factors.  

 

Catholic voters with income ranging from low to middle level 

tend to show a higher degree of pastoral participation serving as 

religious leaders, Church organization members, and mass 

attendees. Adding up to that, the higher their educational 

attainment, the more they tend to participate in the Church. 

Regarding employment, the more abled and potentiated the 

workers are, the greater their chances of getting employed, which 

is particularly seen in ages ranging from 30 to 44 (middle 

adulthood). With an education based on the age level, the younger 

the Catholic voters, the more they tend to have higher educational 

attainment. With the association of employment status and sex, 

male Catholic voters have higher chances of job opportunities than 

females. Viewing educational attainment’s significance to 

employment status, Catholic voters with higher educational 

attainment have a higher tendency to get employed. More 

registered voters from middle adulthood to late adulthood than the 

early majority and senior citizen level were manifested with the 

association of age and registration status. As with employment 

made the determinant, more registered Catholic voters have jobs 

than those who do not. Considering their intention to vote, 
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employed Catholic voters tend to vote during the election than those 

who are unemployed. That intention and eventually Catholic voters' 

decision to exercise their right of suffrage is greatly influenced by 

their type of participation in the Church. The higher the degree of 

their religious involvement, the higher their tendency to vote during 

the election. 

 

With the present study's outcome, the votes rendered by 

Catholic voters in their ballots were given translation as what is 

behind their perceptions were rooted out. Various intertwining 

factors contribute to the formation of Catholic voters' perceptions 

regarding politics and elections covering their socio-economic and 

political background. With many factors to consider, divergence 

with their perceptions was unfolded though they all share the same 

faith. Diversity within their general profile, political preferences, and 

figures they find influential emerged. The emerging differences 

stem from the considerable parallelism among them. In an upscale, 

Catholics have educated voters. These citizens recognize their right 

and obligation to vote and have great regard for the Catholic 

Church's teachings, as reflected by the main quality they seek from 

the political candidates. Alongside is their visible conviction for 

government reforms in the person of those they sought as 

transformational leaders.  

 

Recommendations 

 

With the gravity anchored on the result of the election in 

establishing a kind of governance in the country, much weight is left 

in the hands of the voters who enact the right of suffrage through 

the ballots they cast. Through such fact, responsible voting must be 

taken in heights by the voters. Thus, amplification of voters’ 

education could mean a great impact. 
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Moving the spectacles with the predominant voters - the 

Catholics, the Catholic Church seeks to develop and imbibe 

responsible voting among them, which is described as conscience 

grounded in the light of the morals of faith. Beginning with the 

reformation and restructuring of the voters’ education program 

conducted by the Catholic parishes, Catholic voters' divergence 

must be taken into account. Realizing that not all Catholics are 

churched, and there is a considerable fraction of its population that 

seldom to rarely set foot in the Church, voters’ education program 

must be extensive as to demographics to reach the unchurched and 

reconnect the moral fibers of their faith with the morality laid within 

their right and obligation to vote. With the age level of Catholic 

voters significant to their maturity level as they view politics and 

their participation during the election, such a program's variation 

would make much appeal and impact. Younger generations of 

voters are observed to have the littlest experience when it comes to 

politics. Through a voters’ education program specialized for the 

youth, the youngest ages of voters could be met on their current 

political stand and the reality shrouding at the moment. All of which 

could serve as a basis in determining and providing the kind of 

assistance and direction they need in responsible political 

landscaping. By doing such, reckless voting and impudent behavior 

in defense of their respective political beliefs brought by their limited 

political understanding and experience matched with their youth's 

boldness could be greatly avoided. Fitting the program with the 

variation of age scales among Catholic voters could help 

communicate what responsible voting is so the voters can 

understandingly grasp concerning the leveling responsibilities that 

go with their age. 

 

Along with that, sensitivity with voters' economic standing 

must also be in the package of an effective voters’ education 

program. Many strings can be pulled for decision-making from such 

a stand, considering its impact on voters' everyday well-being 
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crucial to their physiological survival. With the promotion of careful 

deliberation of candidates and their political platforms concerning 

national economics, Catholic voters would be assisted in analyzing 

political candidates' intentions and their platform's reality and 

economic impact. Thus, voting in haste and ballot under mass 

popularity and social pressures can be diminished. Pulling the 

essential, just like in any other kind of education, the 

appropriateness of content and its execution relays a lasting impact 

and effectiveness among its beneficiaries. 

 

Reality and time speak for it; that becoming a responsible 

voter cannot happen in one sitting. It takes time to develop a 

profound understanding of politics and good governance among 

people. In the same manner, it takes time to foster a mature sense 

of responsibility for political participation among voters. Thus, in 

relation to politics and good governance, in particular, the idea of 

social responsibility must take its roots at the earliest of time with 

much consideration with the appropriateness of approach among 

voters. With education constantly shaping Catholic voters' 

sensibility in a holistic sense, the integration of social responsibility 

and awareness must be heightened in the curriculum touching 

realities and ideals of politics and governance to provide the 

necessary background and foundations for the youth. Following the 

learning stages at school, Catholic schoolers' civic understanding 

could be progressive as they age and advance with their lessons. 

By teaching social responsibility and awareness at a higher degree 

in the education curriculum, voters' ignorance, and potential voters' 

social concerns and likely voters shall recede in the future. With the 

vast number of Catholics recognizing the value of education and 

thereby adhering to it, this could be considered a good starting point 

for developing such responsibility. 

 

Intellectual cultivation can do much in giving light to the 

intricateness of politics and governance among Catholic voters, but 
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alone, it cannot satisfy the ideals of a just vote. As the socio-

economic-political understanding among Catholics progresses, 

side by side, moral development and maturity must also be on 

mobility. An honest ballot is both intellectually and morally-laden. 

With Catholic voters’ morality grounded on the Catholic Church's 

teachings, its inclination with education must be empowered, 

particularly in schools through an established collaboration. 

Extensively, upscale Catechism covering both the churched and 

unchurched of varying ages and economic standing must be 

established to reach even the Roman Catholics' farthest. As 

religiosity plays a significant role in the developing sense of 

Catholics' political and social responsibility, religious education 

must reach even those who do not attend school by establishing 

parochial programs related to national matters. 

 

With the technological widespread in the 21st century where 

information delivery can happen in a snap, the Catholic Church 

must take the opportunity of catering more Catholic voters in faith, 

morality, and social sensitivity in heights. By considering the 

imploration of wider use of modern instruments such as television 

programs and the social media that modern Catholics are now very 

much exposed to, connections can easily be established and 

refurbished between the Catholic Church and the vast majority. 

Deviating from the traditional way parochial programs are held 

without totally discarding them, creating online Catholic programs 

can be considered where interaction, communication, and 

evangelization can occur anytime and anywhere, making things 

more accessible. By intertwining the teachings of the Church and 

the political-societal concerns through the widely used popular 

media, both religious and civic awareness can be directed to the 

demographically-diverse members of the Church. 

Indisputably, responsible voting has a great significance 

with how governance would turn out. Bringing such value to the 

table, the development of responsibility and the provision of 
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guidance among Catholic voters must be on the Catholic Church 

and the government's shoulders. In line with this, the government 

must consider providing support to the necessary and appropriate 

means to establish the voters’ education programs. With the 

realization of voters' participation as both right and obligation, 

programs that will encourage voters to register must be formed and 

established. One possible way to make that happen is through a 

registration caravan situating on locations accessible to many 

potential voters. Such a registration caravan could help in reaching 

the unregistered voters, particularly those who intend to get 

registered but, due to some reasons, cannot have it done in the 

municipal-based COMELEC offices. Through the same program, 

the unregistered senior citizens would easily get registered given 

the made-accessible registration stations. With the attention drawn 

by a caravan, particularly with the youth, awareness of their right 

and obligation to vote and their eligibility to get registered could also 

be promoted, giving them much encouragement to become 

registered voters. 

 

Moreover, voter turnout can also be raised if the registration 

process could be improved as to the transaction speed. In this line, 

creating a less complicated and less demanding system can be a 

good intervention provided that the voters’ registration value and 

integrity will not be placed in compromise. COMELEC coordination 

and partnership with the other government agencies that provide 

related identification documents can be considered to address 

some voters' lack of records. 

 

With the spotlight placed on the political candidates 

themselves as the primary influencers to Catholic voters, the 

Commission on Elections (COMELEC) must consider an all-

inclusive background review under raised standards among 

individuals who file for political candidacy before approval and 

acknowledgment. With the nation's future governance on the line, 
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an assurance of a decent, moral, and upright background among 

political candidates to assume executive, legislative, and local 

government positions must be rightfully actualized. The overall 

being of political candidates speaks much of who they are and what 

they can do when placed in government positions. With the voters’ 

right to information about the official electoral candidates on the 

impending election, crucial information regarding all candidates 

must be disclosed to the public based on facts through authorized 

dissemination of information done by an officially delegated review 

committee under the COMELEC. Such crucial information can 

greatly impact the way Catholic voters will deliberate the political 

candidates before the actual election since, through it, their votes 

will greatly be based on facts. 

 

Though the Catholic voters are predominant as to 

population count, the votes coming from the other fraction of the 

population that is not under the Roman Catholic Church do 

contribute to the decision-making as to how the nation's 

governance will be. The votes coming from other religions, sects, 

and other affiliations affect the election results. With such 

significance, a survey study involving non-Catholic respondents 

may be considered in the future. A bigger picture can be seen by 

uncovering the perceptions of the population's remaining fraction 

about elections. It could collectively provide the necessary data to 

understand the Filipino voters' perceptions when it comes to 

elections. 
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